Institutional Genes

Chenggang Xu

Comments: Dorothy Kronick



Three main points

1. China is totalitarian
2. Because of (a) imperial genes and (b) Bolshevik genes

3. Institutional genes explain regime outcomes elsewhere
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“Thought-provoking ... must-read book”
Daron Acemoglu, Nobel Laureate
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“China emerged as the Comintern’s most significant success, if not the only success.”
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Open questions

1. Is China totalitarian?
2. Because of (a) imperial genes and (b) Bolshevik genes?

3. Do institutional genes explain regime outcomes elsewhere?
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